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Cities , towns
and suburbs
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The Urban Agenda for the EU ïWhy ?

72%
of Europeans
live in cities



In cities , opportunities and challenges meet
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http://www.atelier.net/en/trends/articles/innovative-city-involving-citizens-researchers-co-creators-and-testers-smart-city_422073
http://www.atelier.net/en/trends/articles/innovative-city-involving-citizens-researchers-co-creators-and-testers-smart-city_422073


Europe 2020 Strategy
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Smart Sustainable

Inclusive



Maastricht 
Treaty

ÅImportance local 
and regional 

authorities for EU 
policy 

acknowledged

ÅCreation of 
Committee of the 

Regions

Trend of increasing acknowledgment
importance local government
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1987 1989 1992 2007

European
Single Act

Specific
responsibility

EU for regional
policy

First regulation 

Structural 
Funds 

(ERDF, ESF, 
Cohesion Fund)

Lisbon Treaty

ÅLocal and regional 
authorities 

acknowledged

ÅSubsidiarity
principle now 

applicable to local 
and regional 
authorities



Pact of Amsterdam

ÅEstablishes the Urban Agenda for the EU

ÅAn informal contribution to the design of 
future and revision of existing EU 

regulation, in order for it to better reflect 
urban needs, practices and responsibilities. 

Pact of Amsterdam fits this trend
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2016



The Urban Agenda for the EU (UAEU)

Creating the conditions at EU- level for cities to blossom through :

1. Better regulation : 

EU legislation needs to take urban realities more into account. 

2. Better funding : 

Cross -sectoral financial instruments , simplefying existing funds , 
more possibilities of combing funds .

3. Better knowledge :

Improvement of knowledge , strenghtening of sharing knowledge .
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Pact of Amsterdam

�‡UAEU priority of the Ministry
of the Interior and Kingdom
Relations during the 
Netherlands EU Presidency .

�‡UAEU formalised in writing in 
the Pact of Amsterdam.

�‡Negotiations throughout
Netherlands presidency of the 
European Council .

�‡30 May 2016 
Informal Ministerial Meeting: 
Pact of Amsterdam adopted .

�‡24 June 2016
Council conclusions welcoming
the Pact of Amsterdam.
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