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Implementation in UK of certain road transport access requirements further to
the EU-UK Trade and Co-operation Agreement

Changes in UK domestic law came into force on 24 December 2022 connected with
the implementation of some aspects of the UK — UK Trade and Co-operation
Agreement (TCA). These are set out in a statutory instrument entitled “the Drivers’
Hours, Tachographs, International Road Haulage and Licensing of Operators
(Amendment) Regulations 2022”, published at
https://www.leqislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1260/contents/made.

| have received some guestions about the changes. | should like to set them out
again clearly, including for your Member States and their road haulage operators.
There are three access issues affecting road haulage operators established in any
EU Member State.

The first two relate to specific rights that EU operators had for road legs within the
UK prior to the UK’s departure from the EU. The first is the specific right for EU
operators for road legs within Great Britain classified as “combined transport” in EU
Directive 92/106/EEC. The second is the cabotage right in the UK following unladen
entry. Neither is provided for in the TCA. Neither right is in effect anymore. |
emphasise international journeys by coupled combinations of vehicles using the
Eurotunnel shuttle or roll-on/roll off ferries are not affected by the lack of combined
transport rights. The right of two cabotage journeys within seven days of the
unloading of an international arrival is set out in the TCA and not a subject of this
statutory instrument.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/1260/contents/made

Thirdly, triangular traffic between the UK and other non-EU Member States
(including the EFTA States - in mainland Europe Switzerland, Norway and
Liechtenstein) requires the use of the European Conference of Ministers of Transport
(ECMT) scheme for EU operators. | emphasise no transit movements involving the
UK are affected. The access requirements relate to the international journey of the
motor vehicle, or if it is part of a coupled combination the motor vehicle and trailer
together. This is as opposed to the ultimate origin and destination of the load,
container or trailer (if hauled by another motor vehicle). As an illustrative example,
for a product from China transported from China to the EU by road and re-loaded
within the EU for road transport to the UK, access to the UK is via a bilateral EU to
UK road transport, not via a triangular road transport.

There is more information available at the UK page of the International Transport
Forum website at: https://www.itf-oecd.org/country-licences, in particular the notes of
2 and 23 December 2022 and 27 September 2021.

The UK approach to enforcing these requirements is intended to be similar to the
previous enforcement of cabotage rules, being mainly by roadside checks by the
Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA).

Until 1st April 2023, the DVSA will not apply sanctions (such as prohibiting onward
transport or financial penalties) other than oral or written warnings, in relation to the
three types of access for EU operators outlined in this letter. This includes if the
requirement for an ECMT permit for EU operators for transports between the UK and
non-EU countries is not met. This is provided there is a valid Community Licence in
the vehicle. The maximum cabotage of two journeys within seven days of unloading
of an international arrival is being enforced as usual.

| am copying this note to the International Road Transport Union. | request it be
brought to the attention of the relevant representatives of EU Member States.

Duncan Price
Deputy Director
Road Freight Regulation

Copy to: International Road Transport Union
Hannah Tooze, Katherine MacDivitt, UK Co-Chairs, EU/UK Specialised
Road Transport Committee


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.itf-oecd.org%2Fcountry-licences__%3B!!HEBAkwG3r5RD!5vbii24FBURHidTvLjCaogcss0axp9HXc1MuSsRa48_DKiYdbA5i5LGskFspcEbzNWpYB3nfa3WCsFvDBT9EtyzPwDiyxAUTf-Ok%24&data=05%7C01%7CDuncan.Price%40dft.gov.uk%7Cd4e32c3c657c4feb150508dae4eaf71c%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638073995075592408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ebZL7%2FWv0aDZAsKPV%2BIaoWGGOl2tWix8f1Y5jJ8R7Bs%3D&reserved=0

